
Creating schools and academic options that 
students need today—not what has always been.

Our goal is to continue to strengthen community ties and partnerships, 
working for the greater good of every school. A valued asset is the sense 
of pride, ownership, and confidence in the Mat-Su Borough School District.

Established by our School Board, the why of what we do are our Guiding 
Principles:

• Stewardship 
• Accountability
• Quality
• Empathy
• Collaboration
• Integrity
• Respect
• Commitment

+ 907 - 746  - 9200

www.matsuk12.us

501 N. Gulkana Street.Palmer, Alaska 99645

About Us—We Are MSBSD!

Matanuska--Susitna Borough School District is the second largest 
public school district in the State of Alaska, and the only growing 
district. Operating under three primary ideals, Innovation, Choice, 

and Customer Service, the District focuses on providing maximum academic 
options for all students. 

Innovation—Renewal through course sharing, 
blended online learning options, and professional 
development for all teachers and staff.

Customer Service—Meeting the needs of students, 
parents, families, employees, and community stakeholders.

Choice—Through open enrollment, special mission 
schools, options in programs, and blended learning 
models for all students.

Mission: We prepare all 
students for success

Seated Front Row: Ole Larson (Vice Pres), Dr. Deena Paramo (Superintendent), 
Susan Pougher (Pres), and Dr. Sarah Welton (Clerk)
Back Row: Kelsey Trimmer, Debby Retherford, Amy McDougall (Student Rep), 
Dr. Donna Dearman, and Ray Michaelson

MSBSD SCHOOL BOARD



As visible leaders in our schools, the employees of the MSBSD are 
vital to the success of our programs, our students’ achievement, our 

family engagement, and the overall community value of the MSBSD. You 
have my sincere ‘thank you’ for your many contributions and dedication. 
Tomorrow never comes for our students—we ask ourselves each day, 
‘What am I capable of doing today that should be done today?’  Together, 
we are MSBSD! 

Business Services Instruction

Facilities Students

School safety is the number one priority for the MSBSD. Knowing 
that school is a safe place where there are caring adults helps drive 
up student achievements. By building meaningful relationships 

between teachers and other adults and students, our classrooms are 
transformed.  We know that strong public education is at the heart of 
strong and successful communities. 

MSBSD Priorities—Focus and Function MSBSD Programs—Options and Opportunities

MSBSD—People and Professions

In addition to foundational learning at all levels, from preschool through 
secondary grades, the Mat-Su Borough School District offers a strong, 
viable curriculum, as well as academic growth at many levels:

• Credit recovery through focused seminars and classroom interventions
• Accelerated learning through AdvancedPlacement courses
• Blended online learning through Mat-Su i-Tech
• Six charter schools
• Mat-Su Central School (District’s expanded homeschool resource 
school)

• Alaska Middle College School (for juniors and seniors for college credits 
while in high school)

Options of small schools, comprehensive high schools, and neighborhood 
schools, the MSBSD offers our families the choices that benefit students.

The Mat-Su Borough’s largest public employer, the MSBSD employs 2,200 
individuals, half of which are certified teaching staff. MSBSD employees 
are highly qualified in multiple professions employing the best industry 

practicies to their respective jobs. Support of the MSBSD’s mission is achieved 
through the equitable distribution of resources. Funding for MSBSD schools is 
provided by the State of Alaska–75 percent, and the Mat-Su Borough–24 percent, 
with nominal 1 percent Federal funding.


